The construction of biochemical reference ranges and the identification of possible adverse drug reactions in the elderly.
In the assessment of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) it is important to establish what is a normal range of values for a given biochemical measurement. Furthermore, such ranges need to be specific to the study population, for example, the elderly. A mixture of Gaussian distributions has been used in the construction of the reference ranges with maximum likelihood used to obtain estimates of the unknown parameters. With this approach, well-defined reference ranges have been established. Brief details are given of the numbers of ADRs identified in the study population using these ranges.